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The Bureau of the Budget has requested
our comment on the substitute bill. Since
this has been designated by BOB as a
"priority matter’' we would appreciate having
your views by Friday, 27 September.
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OFTice of the Attorney General
Hashington, B. €.

v

‘ The Speaker * .
House of Representatives
‘ Washington, D. C. '

Dear Mr. Speaker:

There is attached for your consideration and
. appropriate action a legislative proposal to authorize
the expenditure of appropriated funds of the Department
of Justice for insurance covering the operation of motor
vehicles in foreign countries. )

1f an employee of the Department of Justice,
while operating a motor vehicle in a foreign country on
official business, becomes involved in a collisiom, which
causes personal injury or property damage, there is no
provision of law whereby the Department may pay damages
to a third party. Employees of the.Department, partic-
ularly those {n the Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice, are stationed in overseas countries and in connection
therewith are required to operate motor vehicles. Also,
such officers who are stationed in the United States at
points along the borders use automobiles on a day-to-day
basis, and it is necessary to use -2uch vehicles in entering
. ~ Canada and Mexico for the purpose of performing their offi-
E cial duties.

It 1s our view that there should be some pro-
vision for protecting employees operating motor vehicles
' in foreign countries on. official business. Furthermore,
i ° some countries, where employees of the Department operate
motor vehicles, have compulsory liability insurance laws.
Failure by the United States to assume responsibility in
_third-party claims as a result of the qperation of vehicles
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in a foreign country could cause embarrassment for this
country and could concejivably result in international in-
cidents. For the protection of the employee, to avoid
embarrassment or unfavorable publicity for the United
States, and in order for our employees to comply with the
laws of countries where they operate vehicles while on

official business, approval of this proposal is recom-
- mended, -

The purchase of insurance affecting the opera-
tion of approximately 209 vehicles is presently contem-
plated, {ncluding all vehicles located permanently in
foreign countries and only those vehicles located in the
‘ United States which are frequently operated in Canada
g and Mexico. It is estimated that the cost of insurance

. - Co cover operation of these vehicles would be $7,000
annually or an average of $33 per vehicle. ' )

: ~ This proposal is similar to legislation appli-
| . | cable to the Foreign Quarantine Division of the United

' States Public Health Service, the United States Infor-
mation Agency, the Foreign Claims Settlement Commission, :
The American Battle Momments Commission, the Department -
of Defense, and the Department of State. ) )

| 4 - The Department of Justice urges the prompt and
favorable consideration of this legislation.

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there
is no objection to the submission of this recommendation
from the standpoint of the Administration's program. 1
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A BILL

To authorize the expenditure of appropriated funds for
insurance covering the operation of motor vehicles
in foreign countries.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the United States of Americea in Congress assembled, That,

appropriations for the departments, agencies and erpendent
establisiments, including wholly owned Government corporations,
shall be available, under such regulations as the President
| mey prescribe, for payment of premiums or fees for contracts
| of indemnification or insurance of officers, employees and
1ILLEGIB . agents for their 11ability, or that of the United States (exc
for claims cognizsble under 10 U.S.C. 2734 and 14 U.S.C. 645),
resulting ffm the operation of motor vehicles by than*‘,: vhile
in the scope of their exmployment, in foreign countries.
Sgc. 2. Upon the eft‘.ective date of such regulations, the
following provision of lav is repealed:

ILLEGIB
Subsection (a) of Section 3 of the Act of August 1,

1956 (70 Stat. 890).
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IN THE HOUSE OF)REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. ‘ . ' introduced the following bill; which was referred to
the Committes on '

A BILL

go authotizefthe expenditure of appropriated funds of the
epartment of Justice for insurance covering the operation
. of motor vehicles in fg?gfgﬁuzgﬁntries.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenlatives of the
2  Uniled Stutes of America in (ongress assembled, |
That the Act of {Ply 28, 1950 (64 stat. 380; S U.S.C., 341"
et seq.), as amended, is amended by adding at the end
thereof the follouiné nes section:
Sec. 9. Apptopriacions'how or hereafter
provided for the Departuent of Justice shall be °
avai.lable for payment of premiums or fees for
contracts of indemnification or insurance of
Department officers, employees and agents for
their 1iability, or that of the United States, |
resulting from the operatio? of motor vehicles
by them, while in the scOp;kbE their employment,

- Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2014/02/18 : CIA-RDP66B00403R000300320003-2



